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Ind'san Institute of Sugarcane
_LResearch (IISR), Lucknow,
has added another feather to its
cap by developing a computer-
based expert system called
CaneDES and dedicating
newly-developed bio-control
lab in the service to the nation.

Director-General, ICAR,

and ' Secretary (DARE),

Ministry of Agriculture,
Government of India, Dr S
Ayyappan inaugurated the bio-
control lab and CaneDES
expert system on Sunday at
IISR in the presence of scien-
tists, farmers and media per-

/the pioneei

LUCKNOW | MONDAY | JUNE 30, 2014

5

Bio control lahoratory
“inaugurated at lISR

CaneDES will diagnose disorder,
damage caused by various insect-
pests, diseases and nutrient :
deficiency factors in sugarcane crop.
It also guides for management of
various biotic and abiotic stresses of
~sugarcane = -

sons and applauded the team
involved in its development.
CaneDES will diagnose
disorder,”damage caused by
various insect-pests, diseases
and nutrient deficiency factors
in sugarcane crop. It also guides
for management of various

biotic and abiotic stresses of

sugarcane. Director, Indian
Institute of Sugarcane Research,
Dr S Solomon appreciated the
efforts of scientists Dr SS
Hasan, Dr AK Sah, Dr Baitha,
Dr MR Singh, Dr S Shukla in
coming out with such a
remarkable achievement.

Principal scientist and co-
investigator in this project Dr
AK Sah elaborated that every
year farmers incurred a loss of
10-20% in sugarcane tpl’odu(;—
tion which accounted for about
35-70 million tones cane.

“As a result huge moneto-
ry losses to the tune of ¥7,000-
10,000 crore per’ year is
incurred by cane growers of the
country. CaneDES may help
farmers in minimising loss to
a great extent by helping them
to adopt correct control mea-
sures well in time against diag-
nosed disorders appeared in
sugarcane crop. This will result
in increased production and
productivity of sugarcane
which also help sugar industry
in terms of increased avail-
ability of raw material i.e. sug-
arcane during crushing period,”
he said, :
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Bio-controlab
to help cut cane.
growers’ losses

LUCKNOW: The Indian Institute

of Sugarcane Research (IISR) -

has developed a computer-based

. expert system and dedicated a

newly developed bio-control 1ab
which Dr S Ayyappan, direc-

tor general, Indian Council of
Agricultural Research (ICAR),
inaugurated on Sunday.

_ The expert system will diag-
nose disorder/damage caused by
various insect-pests, diseases and
nutrient deficiency factors in sug-
arcane crop. Developed by a team
of scientists, it would be useful
for farmers who incurred a loss
of 10-20% in sugarcane produc-
tion:on account of insect-pest

attacks, all of whichledtoaloss

of Rs 7000-10000 crore per year for
cane growers of the country, said
Dr AK Sah, prmclpal scientist
and co-investigator in the project.
The system and bio-control 1ab
entail scientists devising ways to
control or manage insect-pests
by-utilising naturally available

- bio agents.

Established on the IISR cam-

: pus, the bio-control laboratory

is dedicated to public service for
rearing of parasites, predators
(egg, larvae, nymph) and their
distribution to sugarcane farm-

ers and sugar industry for larger

scale adoption of bio-control -

technique. Of the 225 insect-posts
which attack sugarcane cropin
the field, two dozen cause severe
damage, reducing the crop yield
below the economic threshold
level. With insects-pests control-
led by pesticides since long, they
now have developed resistance
towards chemicals, compelling
‘farmers to apply a higher dose
that pollute the soil and the envi-
ronment. HTC

" THE EXPERT SYSTEM
WILL DIAGNOSE
DISORDER/DAMAGE

CAUSED BY VARIOUS ..
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