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oncéfnvmced over low

agricultural output

Union Minister of State for Agrictiture and Food Processing Industries Tariq Anwar and others releasing a book at National SugarFest-2013

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE &
LUCKNOW

nion. Minister of State
Ufor Agriculture and
A/ Food  Processing
Industries Tariq Anwar said
| that stress S$hould be laid on
.reducing the production -gap
_occurring because of the low
product ity’in the country’s
agriculture sector as the same
was imperative for feeding the
entire: population in coming
years.
= He was speaking as the

chief guest in the inaugural ses-

ision of three-day National

lguga.rFest 2013 at the Indian

Institute of Sugarcane Research

SR diamond jubilee celebra~
tion and the glorious journey
of 60 years since its inception
in 1952,

While inaugurating the
fest, the Union Minister said
that India was producing only
25 crore tonnes of foodgrains
on 140 millions hectares of land
while China was producing 57
crore tonnes of foodgrains on
the same area of land. “If we
want to feed the entire popu-
lation with a balanced nutrition
in coming 10-15 years, we will
have to reduce this gap by

anhancinea anr affarte tin

opment,” he added.

He stressed that due to
poor infrastructure like cold
storage, cold chain, food pro-
cessing units, we have tc face
25-40 per cent of loss or
wastage in ‘wegetables, fruits
and grains. “We will have to
work for strengthening the
infrastructure so as to avoid the
loss or wastage and increase the
viability of the same” he
added.

State : Minister for
Agriculture Anand Singh said
that the state and the country
could progress only when
farmers were in a better state.
“In UP, we are trying our level
best to improve their econom-

ic conditior through various,

schemes,’ he added, He empha-
sised: on the mechanisation of,
sugarcane and agriculture sec-
tors to solve-the problem of
labour scarcity.

President,  National
Academy of Agricultural
Sciences (NAAS), RB Singh
said at present there were two
things — quality and produc-
tivity — needed for any
improvement in the agriculture
sector.

Singh shared: “We really
need to improve at some points
which include reduction in
poverty, high productivity,

invasctment in aaricnltiirs and

STRATEGY SHIFT

- After celebratmg 2012 a5
the “Year of Excellence’, the
institute now believes a key
shift from the in-house sug-
arcane ‘research 'system' fo
capacity -development ‘and
extension, systemx-‘The year
2013 is-declared as “Year of
Outreach” for the IISR. The
year will witness efforts to
reach out to far corners of vil-
lages and the farmmg com-
munity as the institute’s com-
mitment for effective exten-
sion service. Stretching out to
reach farmers in the far end
of the information network
.will involve special gffm'ts on
the.part . of .the extension
strategy at the institute.

“In the state, only 0.15 per
cent to total GDP of agriculture
is spent on agriculture which is
lesser than it is done on nation-
al level. Research plays an
important role in increasing
agriculture production and the
authorities should focus on
the same,” he added.

Director, [ISR, S Solomon
presented a brief account of
institute’s achievement during

the lact AN weare “Qimce ite

«carried out, p‘ioneermg research

work and carved out a niche for
itself in the arena of sugarcane
agriculture. As a research insti-
tute, the IISR has done all its
efforts to address the concerns
and expectations of Indian
sugarcane farmers and sugar
industry,” he shared, /

Senior scientist, FISR, AK
Sah said that the number of
sugarcane varieties developed
by the institute helped a lot to
farmers in reaping higher yield.
“Techniques developed by the
institute  like = Spaced
Transplanting Technique
(STP), bud chip, cane node
technology have helped in fast
multiplication of: newly
released varieties and redu ion
in seed quantity requir
he added. i

“The Institute has. com-
mercialised several machinery
like sugarcane cutter-planter,
paired-row sugarcane planter;
raised bed seeder and Ratoon
Management Device (RMD).
These machines have helped in
saving about 60 per cent of the
cost of cultivation thus helpmg
to overcome the labour scarci-
ty and high labour cost to
some extent,” he pointed out.

MP Sanjay Singh and UP
Agriculture Production
Commissioner Alok Ranjan

wac alea nracant an the

7




Intensive
food

processing

is need of
the hour:

“Minister

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
LUCKNOW | FEBRUARY 16

TO PREVENT fruits and veg-
etables from spoiling, there
is aneed to take up food pro-
cessing on a priority basis,
Tariq Anwar, Minister of
State for Agriculture and
Food Processing Industries,
said on Saturday.

Speaking at the Diamond
Jubilee celebrations of Luc-
know-based Indian Institute
of Sugarcane Research, An-
war said, “As much as 25-40
per cent of fruits and vegeta-
bles produced in India are
spoiled due to lack of storage
facilities, which directly af-
fects the farmers.”

“Our bottlenecks are not
in production, but in stor-
age,” added Uttar Pradesh
Agriculture Minister Anand
Singh on the o¢casion, which
is also being celebrated as
. National Sugar Fest 2013

and AgroTech 2013.

“One way of cutting
down losses is by giving pri-
ority to food processing,”
Anwar said. Recalling a re-
cent International Summit
of Agriculture Ministers in
Germany, Anwar said, “In
the interactions with agri-
culture ministers...they said
that food - processing is
given priority, hence, be it
fruits; vegetables, or any
type of grains, the quantity
that spoils ‘is low, almost
negligible. In India, only
nearly 7-8 per cent food is
processed, while in Euro-
pean countries, somewhere
itis 50 per cent, 60 per cent
and even 70 per cent. Then,
their product is also ex-
ported and brings in foreign
exchange: All this, either di-
rectly or indirectly, benefits
the farmer,” he said. “If we
promote this industry; a lot
of our problems can be
solved and the benefits an
be transferred to the farm-
ers,” he added.

He also said that despite
similar levels of area under
agriculture - nearly 14 crore
hectares, China’s foodgrain
production in 2012 stood at

SUNDAY HINDUSTAN TIMES, LUCKNOW

57 crore tonne while India’s

04 | | hindustantimes

FEBRUARY 17,2013

| STRUCTURETO
| GRAIN WASTAGE

| | ® koreportersdesk@hindustantimes.com

| of state for agriculture and

+| India produces 25-cr tonne

‘| development. He also

7| tion with the aim to devel=

'NEED T0
STRENGTHEN

AVOID FOOD

T Com;spondam :

LUCKNOW: Revealing the dis-
parity between Indian and
China in their food grain
production, union minister

food processing industries
Tariq Anwar said, while

food grain on 14crore hect-
are of Iand, China produces
STcrore tonne on same arga.
‘Sharing the data at
the inaugural session of
the ‘Agro Tech-2013" on’
 Saturday, the minister said
there was a need to reduce
in research, extension and

emphasised on strength- |'
ening infrastructure like
cold storage, cold chain aI}d
processing units to avoid
25-40% wastage in vegeta-
bles, fruits and grains. Also
present on the occasion. UP
Anand Singh laid emphasis
on mechanisation of sugar-
cane culture and agricul-
ture to solve the problem of
-labour scarcity. :

- _Notably, Agro Tech-2013 |
and National SugarFest-2013 |
is being organised at Indian
Institute -of Sugarcane
Research, Lucknow (IISR).
to commemorate the IISR.
diamond jubilee celebra--

op agriculture for inclusive
in in UP. Dr MJ Khan' |
of Agriculture Today said |
that the aim of the event isto
make farmers aware abouf
the latest technologies
increase the yield. =
| = Senior scientist Dr AK §
| eties developed by the insti-. |
tute, including CoLk 8001,
| CoLk8102, CoLk 94184 and
CoLkaT()Qﬁlghelped ﬁuuerse]d. Th’ei :
ing a higher yi [ y

| varieties have moried their
S in larger areas of
Bihar, Haryana, and
jab. Director of ISR
| Dr S'Solomon presented a
brief account of the institute’s
achievement during the last j
60 years. Since its establish-
ok g oy
:rﬁl carved out a niche for®
-itself in the arena of sugar= |

(e

| cane agriculture.
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