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SUNDAY HINDUSTAN TIMES, LUCKNOW

DECEMBER 13, 2015

Modi govt may rework
grl syllabus: Baliyan

_. ; ,J_u.J et

LUCKNOW: The Modi government
is planning to re-work the coun-
try's agriculture studies sylla-
bus, besides toying with the idea
of diverting agriculture funds
from ‘non-performing states to
performing ones.’

No decision has been taken
on both these aspects but union
minister of state for agriculture
and food processing Sanjeev
Balivan said at a function at the
Sugarcane Research Institute on
Sunday that his ministry was seri-
ously considering these propos-
als. Baliyan's comments came
a day before union agriculture
minister Radha Mohan Singh is
scheduled to visit the state capital
on Sunday: Like Balivan, Singh
too would be here to attend the
“Unnat Bharat Abhiyan”, which
is part of the centre’s initiative to
promote model villages. The UP
government, too, has a similar
scheme going.

Baliyan, an MP from UP’'s
Muzaffarnagar, said that his
ministry would encourage for-
mation of ‘clusters of farmers’

in UP. “These clusters can come
up in a 50 acre of land and the
subsidy, let's say the Rs 5000 fer-
tiliser subsidy can then be trans-
ferred directly to such farmers,”
he added. He said, “We need to
rework the agri-syllabus as it is
heing felt that those who have
studied agriculture and are
known as agri-scientists hardly
visit the fields with their learn-
ing and the farmer on the fields
hardly has any time to learn and
mix modern and advanced meth-
ods of farming in his daily work.
This mismatch has to end and we
want to redraft the agriculture
syllabus.”

Laying stress on conserva-
tion of cow and cow products,
he hinted this would be a part of
the agri syllabus. He spoke of his
ministry’s thrust on promoting
indigenous and local methods to
improve agriculture. “The idea is
to promote local learning and help
the farmers have a say in policy
making along with pushingfora
modern approach to agriculture,
My ministry wishes to encourage
rearing of cows with higher milk
vield in every village in 10 years’
time,” he said.
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