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aggery Industry in India
M on Sugarcane
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Cane carnival at lISR
LUCKNOW: The two-day national
_meet on modernization of jaggery
industry, sugarcane workshop and
jaggery carnival began on Saturday
at the Indian Institute of Sugar-
cane Research. Jaggery carnival.
is aimed at creating awareness _i
among kids, students and house
wives about the health benefits
of jaggery by showcasing the
cane sugar and related value
added products. A large number
of children, students and women
participated in competitions
with much enthusiasm.
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A. two-day -national meet  on
odernisation of jaggery
- industry, workshop on sugarcane

-and ‘i'aggery carnival was inaugu- #
rate

by KK Gupta, chief general
manager of NABARD, at the
Indian Institute of Sugarcane

. Research. .
Welcoming the chief guest and
delegates, IISR director S Solomon
remarked that the ever-increasing
population coupled with associat-
.ed challenges, necessitated it to
achieve a target sugar production
of about' 36 million tons, with
increased sugarcane production,

groductivity-' and sugar recovery

y 2030, from the present produc-
tivity and recovery levels. He also
said that there was need to inten-
sify research efforts for techno-
logical advancement in quality
jaggery and value added jaggery
production in the country.

Solomon said that the platform
would provide networking oppor-
tunities to researchers, processors,
entrepreneurs, growers and city
folks for sharing of knowledge and
information in researches in sug-
arcane and jaggery which will cre-
ate awareness among large mass
about benefits of jaggery produc-
tion and health bengfglts ofits con-
sumption. In the national meet,
workshop and carnival, more than
250 researchers, entrepreneurs,
manufacturers, development work-
ers and farmers are participating.

Delivering inaugural address,
KK Gupta said that the cane sugar
productivity in India was low in

" comparison to countries like
Mauritius and others.

“Low-cost technology needs to
be evolved for small and margin-
al farmers who are in majority. A
strategy is needed to chalk out for
increasing investments to create
advance research and develop-
ment infrastructures in cane cul-
tivation and jaggery production,’
he said.

Chairing the inaugural session,
N Gopala Krishnan, ADG (CC),
ICAR, New Delhi, said that sugar-
cane researchers must develop
cutting-edge technology by apply-
ing biotechnological and molecu-
lar marker tools for managing
sugarcane diseases and pest in
more effective manner. e

+# Bakshi “Rém, - director frém
Coimbatore, presented the status
on the variety and said that during
last 7-8 decades, about 600 cane
varieties had been developed out of
which only 30-35 varieties were
being adopted by the farmers and
the situation was not at all desir-
able. “There is need to change the
adoption scenario by developing

smart cane variety based on emerg- .
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and said that AICRP had been
co-ordinating and monitoring
multi-locational testing of
advanced breeding material and
ferm plasm for identification of
ocation-specific improved sug-
arcane varieties and also of
improved agro-techniques and
plant protection strategies in
this crop, since its initiation in
1971. The sharing of benefits of
technologies identified after |
testing is also ensured through |
this system. Lo dal

Media spokesperson of the |
Institute AK Sah said jaggery |
and khandsari industry had
been one among the most
important sugarcane-based cot-
tage industries of India.

“With an annual produc-
tion of approximately 6-8 MT,
India accounts for almost 70 per
cent of the world jaggery pro-
duction and exports 2-3 lakh
MT of jaggery. Besides being an |
important natural sweetener,
jaggery is a source of energy and
nutrition, thereby making it an
important component of nutri-
tional security package,” said
Sah. He said that despite its
tremendous scope, jaggery had
remained in the backﬁ:)und,
with several challenges like low
recovery, reduced shelf life, lack
of modern facilities etc. )

Organising secretary of the
seminar, SI Anwar remarked
that with the demand for jag-
gery steadily growing in rural,
urban and semi-urban areas,
jaggery and related industries
needed to be revived and mod-
ernised so that it became com-
petitive, gearing up to the
demands of globalisation and
trade liberalisation in interna-
tional market. The delegates of
the meet will share and discuss
the issues of modernising the

jaggery industry in India.

P In"’ﬂp%%geﬁ* carnival}!

competitions like sack race,
rabbit race, run with jaggery
cubes, drawing; carving on jag-
ery, fancy dress -competition,
oon blowing etc were organ-
ised. The carnival is aimed at
creating awareness among chil-
dren, students and women
about the health benefits of jag-
ge?'by showcasing the jaggery

related vahie added nrod-




