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‘Effective tech transfer necessary for prosperity of cane farmers’ |
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ffective technology transfer

is a must for the cconomic
prosperity of the sugar industry
and the farmers. This was stat-
ed by Dr Rajendra Kumar,
Director General, UPCAR,
while inaugurating the 15-day-
long National Training on
Sugarcane Management and
Development at the Indian
Institute of Sugarcane Research
here on Friday.

He said that joint efforts
should be made by the
researchers, millers and devel-
opment departments for the
economic well being of the
canegrowers of the country:

“About 50 million farmers
are cultivating sugarcane on a 50
-lakh hectare area and produc-

ing 350 million tonnes at the rate
of 70 tonnes per hectare. A total
of 525 working sugar mills are
producing 250 lakh tonnes of
sugar. Despite large-scale oper-
ation of sugarcane and sugar
industry the financial pusition
of this sector is in doldrums.” he
said.

Dr AD Pathak, Director,
LISR, said that the declining soil
health, escalating cane cultiva-
tion cost, great need, high cost
of seeds and great labour
demand were some major con-
cerns in sugarcane production
and these could be addressed by
application of the [ISR technol-
ORY. -

He said that for producing
a large quantity of sugarcane to
run the mills to their full capac-
ity there were two options,
either to increase the sugarcane

production vertically or increase
the area under sugarcane culti-
vation.

“The second option s not
possible as the arca under agri-
culture is decreasing day by
day. The only option left there-
fore, is to increase the produc-
tion vertically by the use of
innovative technologies.
However, effective use of tech-
nology largely depends on the
knowledge and motivation of
the personnel engaged in the
cane developnrent activities.
They should be made aware
about the new technologies so
that in turn they can train
and help the sugarcane
grawers fur effective utilisation
of innovative technologies,” he
stated,

The Indian Institute of
Sugarcane Rescarch, Lucknow.

|
is organising a 15-day-long
National Training on Sugarcane
Management and Development
for the sugar mill officers from l
July 1-15, 2016. to train them in
the latest techniques of sugar-
cane production.

The incharge of this nation-
al training, Dr AK Sah. Principal
Scientist, said that stress was
also being laid on  providing |
knowledge in varietal planning,
maturity survey, harvesting
and other related activities for
ensuring a sufficient quantity of |
good quality sugarcane (o '
maintain the desired level of
sugarcane recovery throughout
the forthcoming crushing sea-
S0T11.

[n this training 20 canc
development ufficers and man-
agers from UP, Bihar and Tamil |
Nadu are participating.




