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Cane g"ri)wers told to
adopt drip farming’

HTcor_mpmdam

LUCKNOW: To counter watercrisis, [
-sugarcanefarmers inthestateare |

puisedtamaan irr]gaﬂnnafmtem
of Chinese origin. The state cane
department has advised the cane
growers, largely those in dry dis-
tricts, to opt for drip irrigation

method instead of growing crops .

using ‘wasteful’ flood method.
'Drip method, said to have origi-

nated in China in ancient times, is

furning out to be a boon in cutting

down the water usage, say cane =

officers . “Seeing the drought like
situation in Latur, Maharashtra,
this year our stress is on the
switch over: Drip method is a sure

shot solution to the problem in UP

as there are many districts here
where watering crop is no less
than a nightmare for cane farm-
ers,” said Vipin Kumar Dwivedi,
cane commissioner, UP.
Dwivedi was here to attend
the annual convention and tech-
nical expo (2016) jointly organ-

ised by ICAR- Indian Institute

of Sugarcane Research, North
Indian Sugarcane and Sugar
Technologists’ Association
(NISSTA), Society for Sugar
Research and Promotion here
on Saturday.

Dwivedi said the drip method
was much more water effec-
tive. On an average, the regular
flood irrigation system needed
around 2 1akh litres of water for
one bigha of sugarcane crop. “But
this method cuts down the water
requirement by 70% or even more.
One just has to set up the ‘cheap’

-~ ment by 70%, ﬁremnm

s, the reqular
) system needed

around 2 Iz Imesofwaterfm’

nnehnghaofsugarcamcrm

drip system and the rest would be
done on its own. The water wast-
age is too little or almost nil in this
system,” he added.

Another farming method
which the cane department is
propagating ammong the farmers
under a special exercise is the
trench technique. “Tt's another
technique that can cut down the
waler usage by 50% compared to
the existing traditional flood irri-
gation system,” Dwivedi told HT.

- “We have also fixed the targets
in all the districts and are impart-
ing special training to farmers
across the state. By next year,
we can expect a large chunk of
the farmers to switch over,” he
added. In UP, there are around 42
districts where cane is cultivated .
Cane department officials say the
effort would surely bring down
the water usage and make farm-
ers more self reliant.
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2-DAY AHNUAL CONVENTIDN GOHELUDES

LUCKNOW: The two-day-long
annual convention and technical
expo (2016) concluded here on
Saturday. Cane commissioner,
UP, Vipin Kumar Dwivedi was
the chief guest.

In his address he hailed the
efforts put in by NISSTA and
others to boost the state’s cane
sector. Dwivedi assured the vari-
ous agencies and research insti-
tutes of complete support from
the government. The address
was followed by the felicitation
| ceremony where in the awards
were given under many catego-
ries. Dr Bakshi Ram bagged the
award for best innovator of the
| year and Chand Bihari Patodiya,

L convention.

director of Birla Sugar was given
life time achievemnent award.
Others too were felicitated on
the occasion.

Dr Ram Moorty Singh, president,
NISSTA explained the need for
astablishing NISSTA for the bet-

' terment of the sugarcane farm-

ars and sugar industry in north-
ern region of the country. Anil
Kumar Shulkla, secretary, NISSTA
threw light on the theme of the

| annual convention. A show of

the latest innovations done by
the industry, research institutes
and supporting organisations
was also held . More than 250
delegates participated in this
HTC
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| Sugarcane role highlighted -

-1 Lucknow (PNS): CaneCnmmmsmnﬁVImemnﬂDwIﬂEdhm
» | stressed the important role of sugarcane crop in the economic by
+ | opment of the state. He was the chief guest at the annual conventiori.
i | of NISSTA andTechnijfxpo -2016 nr@.msedaIIChR Indian*
t | Institute of S Research which concluded on Saturday.
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